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5/20/2011 

Dear Roy, 

 

Here we go on the Rapid City – Denver trip.    I have to do something to get through it.  It involved eleven 

days from May 5 to May 15.  Total distance was a little over 2400 miles.   

 

We left on Wednesday night after I left work at 4 PM.  We drove to Victoria, MN where we ate in a meat 

market that had a deli business (Mackenthuns Meat).  Looked like the sausage business was booming there.   

Then we drove on to Montevideo, MN.  Good accommodations – cheap price (Sportsman Inn $52.74 on far 

west side of town, no breakfast included but coffee in room).  I don’t know how it got the name Montevideo 

but it has the Uruguay capital as a “sister city”.  

 

In the AM we ate and drove toward South Dakota (SD).   The point of 

interest just before SD was Hendricks, MN.   It was town was founded like 

most of the others by Norwegians.    They seem to have sort of changed 

their folksy ways.  It looked like few buildings near the elevators had a 

non-agricultural bend.  The buildings housed NB Golf Cart Company.  

Originated by Omer Ness in 1972.    Large lots covered with golf carts.  

The houses we passed by each seemed to have a golf car and we passed 

several driving along the shoulder.   They are just the distributor for a line 

of carts for MN, SD, ND, and Iowa.    

 

We eventually got to DeSmet, SD and went to the cemetery that a wooded 

area – a few rectangular acres – south of town.  Most everything is 

cultivated at least east of the Missouri.  The cemetery really stood out.    

Signs at the cemetery directed us to the back to the head stones we were 

seeking.   Charles Ingalls of Little House on the Prairie fame.   Born 1836 

and died in 1902.   There were 4 other head stones for the Ingalls there, but 

much newer in style.   Bev and I have travelled the back roads a lot and I 

believe we have seen two other Ingalls’ homesteads.   Charles had wander lust.  He moved his family 

multiple times.  Married in Wisconsin, he moved to Kansas, back to Wisconsin, southern Minnesota, Iowa, 

and back to Minnesota.  His last move was to S. Dakota.  Mrs. Ingalls said 

that was it!!!   

 

Now eastern SD is big on bird hunting.  Lots of people take vacations 

there to hunt pheasants.  I took a picture of one that I saw outside of 

Huron, SD.    Well, actually, it was fake.  You guessed.  22 tons and 40 

feet high.  Made of steel and fiberglass.   

As I said before, most 

of the land east of the 

Missouri is flat and 

cultivated.   Farmers 

were out working   You 

know that most hay is 

rolled into round bails 

these days.  None of 

that rectangular stuff 
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that strong young men cut their teeth on.   Beverly wanted me to take a picture of a scene we saw 

everywhere.   It must have been last year’s growth of hay.  

 

Oh, yes, the picture below was another event where a pickup truck was hauling a corn planter slowly down 

the road.  No way to 

get by at all.  Luckily 

after about 10 minutes 

he took a curve to the 

right and I drove on.   

Looks like the device 

planted 8 rows at a 

time.  Four big yellow 

containers must feed 

the 8 smaller yellow 

boxes.   It looked like 

there was a probe 

below each of the 8 

planter boxes that 

would penetrate the 

ground to make a 

furrow.  I suppose it 

had something that 

would cover the 

furrow too.   Don’t 

know.   

 

We got to Fort 

Thompson, SD right on the east side of the Missouri.  It was on a reservation (Crow Creek).   There we 

stopped in a corner grocery store to find a washroom and gas.   Beverly was impressed and saddened by the 

amount of warnings about surveillance and signs warning about penalties for theft.   There must have been a 

real problem there.    

 

It was about 6 PM or so and the small casino across the road was empty as casinos go.   The nearest large 

urban areas were Huron and Pierre, both at least 50 miles away.  This was a town definitely not on a 

thoroughfare.   

 

We headed across the Missouri River on 

SD34 which took us across the top of the 

Big Bend Dam.  The river below the Big 

Bend Dam is part of Lake Francis Case, 

the lake that backs up behind Fort 

Randall Dam 107 miles downstream. The 

water behind Big Bend Dam is called 

Lake Sharpe, which extends 80 miles 

behind the dam, where it backs up to the 

Oahu Dam.   

 

So according to that description, Bev and 

I have crossed both dams of Lake Sharpe.  
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80 miles long.  I thought Rainy Lake was big.  The pools are really big recreation areas now.  I remember 

last time we headed west we stayed at a town (Chamberlain, SD on Lake Francis Case) on the east side of 

the river.  The parking lot was full of big private fishing boats owned by walleye fishermen now planned to 

hit the water the next morning.   Arising in the morning, the lot was empty.   

 

So Fort Thompson is in the Crow Creek Reservation.   Here is a description.   

 
Reservation: Crow Creek and Old Winnebago 

Tribes: Lower Yanktonai, Lower Brulé, Miniconjou, and Two Kettle (Oohenonpa) Sioux. 

Acres: 111,711 

Established by: Order of department, July 1, 1863; treaty of Apr. 29, 1868 (xv, 635); and Executive order, Feb. 27, 1885, annulled 

by the President's proclamation of Apr. 17, 1885; act of Mar. 2, 1889 (xxv, 888): President's proclamation of Feb. 10, 1890 (xxvi, 

1554). There have been allotted to 840 Indians 172,733.81 acres, and reserved for agency, school, and religions purposes 1,076.90 

acres, leaving a residue of 111,711 acres. Lands are now in process of allotment. 

 

Immediately across the Missouri on the other side of the dam is the Lower Brule Reservation 

 
Reservation: Lower Brulé 

Tribes: Lower Brulé and Lower Yanktonai Sioux 

Acres: 199,730 

Established by: Treaty of Apr. 29, 1868 (xv, 630); Executive orders, Jan. 11, Mar. 16, and May 20, 1875, and Nov. 28, 1876; 

agreement, ratified by act of Feb. 28, 1877 (xIx, 254); Executive orders, Aug. 9, 1879, and Mar. 20, 1884; Unratified agreement of 

Oct. 17,1882. (For modification see sundry civil appropriation act approved Mar. 3, 1883 (xxII, 624): for text see Misc. Indian 

Docs. xiv, 305). Act of Apr. 30, 1888 (xxv, 94), not accepted. Act of Mar. 2, 1889 (xxv, 888); President's proclamation of Feb. 10, 

1890 (xxvi, 1554); act of Feb. 20, 1896 (xxIx,10); agreement made Mar. 1, 1898, ratified by act of Mar. 3,1899 (xxx, 1362), 

ceding 120,000 acres to the United States. 151,856 acres were allotted to 555 Indians, and 964.06 acres reserved for agency, 

school, and religious purposes, leaving unallotted and unreserved 199,729.94 acres. See act of Apr.21, 1906 (xxxiv, 124), and 

President's proclamation of Aug. 12, 1907. 
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