8-9-2012
Dear Roy,
Well we ran out of town again. We had intended to go to the Falls from Friday to
Monday, but it was so nice we stayed there through Tuesday. On Tuesday night, we
stopped in Moose Lake with the intention of biking in the AM. Wrong. Wednesday was
solid rain up there. We abandoned our plans and came home yesterday.
We got to the Falls late on Friday 8-3. It started raining, but we went to bed. It was cool
and sleeping was great. We did have one visitor before bedding down. It sat on the
screen door waiting to be photographed.

The shot on the right is its top view. I
couldn’t see what I was shooting, but the flash
captured the little rascal’s topside. It must

have been 10 PM.
The next day, we drove
around and I showed Beverly
some things. We planned to
go biking after taking a nap,
but by 3:30 or 4 PM, it got
threatening. It rained at 4 and
again at about 6. We just
went to the Island View
Lodge for dinner after the
second rain.
I believe this picture was
taken after the second storm.

Oh, yes. I took a couple photos of the place up there. The cabin is on the left. Chris’s
new dock is on the right. Someone built it for him last winter. Chris spent his summer
last year doing a great job fixing up the pump house which you can barely see at the left
of the dock photo. It especially needed a new roof.
Sunday, we biked to Voyageurs National Park. I wheezed a lot. We also biked the good
pavement to Gold Shores – expensive properties and into Rainy Lake Houseboats. It
was only 10 miles, but we worked up a sweat because of the hills. Actually, if we just
didn’t fight it and use our low gears, we would have been OK.
I believe that after supper I finally bought a dozen minnows and a fishing license. I put
out a line and got no action. I believe I gave up around 8:30 PM.

Monday morning started rainy. In the PM, we went to Tilson Bay and took a path we
noticed. Chris
claims that he and
the family have hiked
in for years. It was
really great. There
is a high ridge along
the road and they (I
don’t know who
maintains it.) finally
marked a trail along
the top. It might go
at least 0.5 miles one
way out to the east
end. It is a loop with
another spur off of it.
So we didn’t do the
whole thing. It was
sort of hot and it
would be great on a cooler day. Beverly takes a rest facing where the road passes quite a
few feet below. The distance is all pine. When Chris and I hiked up here 30 years ago –
without a trail --- that area was all moss. When Chris and I got out in there, he tired and I
had to carry him out. That moss was really deep and soft.
Earlier in the day, I had
caught a 5 inch
smallmouth, but put a
line out again in the
evening. It was
attractive to a northern
and I was able to show
off catching it. It really
put up a fight. I had
Beverly walk bye it – at
her peril – in order to
provide a notion of its
size. About 35 inches.
Her sandals are 10
inches. It voluntarily
jumped, cut the nylon,
and returned to the
water. I should have left him in the net. I had been messing with the camera too much.
I don’t believe the northern was out of water for 5 minutes. The hook was tiny, so I
believe the fish will do well.
I took a couple sunset pictures before calling it a day.

Tuesday, we biked to
Ranier and back. It was
15. 7 miles and pretty
flat. We then packed
up and left.

I am including the
Maine Event sections
through June 21. The
remainder will come in
a later parcel. Beverly
is sending the
Washington Report.
There is something in
there about Rahm E. in
there.
It rained a couple times today. Nevertheless, we biked and just finished now after 8 PM.
It was a cool 71. Quite different than the June/July heat.
I can hear the cardinal at the bird feeder. It is his/her regular trip every evening late. The
last bird awake and the first bird in the AM. Both the Mr and Mrs are there now.
Hope all is well in
Chicago. Just a
warning that we’ll be
coming through there
in September. I am
going to give in and
go to my 55th high
school reunion.
Maybe I’ll see
Summers and Martz
and hopefully a few
others. It will be Sept
21 and 22. I don’t
know when we will
drop by, but I am
betting it would be
best on Sept 23.
We’ll see.

