
Workshop at Ghost Ranch – Abiquiu, NM. 

Held 12/29 to Jan 1, 2011.    

Leader: J. Phillip Newell 

 

Prayer each day was at 7 AM and 5 PM for about ½ hour of chant, scripture from Jewish, Christian, 

and Islamic sources, meditation, etc.   J Phillip was leader in each. 

 

Presentations were given on 12/29 and 12/30 at 7 PM.   On 12/30 and 12/31, we had talks from 9-12.   

On the evening of 12/31, we caravanned over to Casa del Sol – a residence center on the ranch, had a 

campfire service around a bonfire, and then celebrated indoors.    Those festivities ended around 10 

PM.   

 

12/29 at 7 PM. 

 

In our first evening of the workshop, J. Phillip announced the theme: Lead Us Into New Beginnings.   I 

venture to say that the insights he shared that night were basic to Celtic spirituality for which he is 

noted.    

 

He spoke of longings for new beginnings deep in the universe.   These longings are ours since we are 

expressions of that universe – expressions of the Earth.    From where will new beginnings come?   We 

must stay awake and pray for awareness. 

 

Quoting Isaiah 43:19:  See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

 

Tillach in 1940 wrote that “As long as we expect the new thing to come from the old thing, we may 

miss the new thing.”   

 

Modern science has been catching up with the Celtic and native worlds.  We have been discovering 

that all living things are interwoven.  In fact, the entire universe is connected.  This understanding 

provides our New Pentecost. 

 

Julian of Norwich: “We are not made by God; we are made of God.” 

 

12/30  9 AM 

 

“Matter matters” is a major revelation.    

 

God is in everything.    Instead of emphasizing the transcendence of God, consider the transparency of 

God in Creation. 

 

We live in the falseness that we can live in isolation.   Everything exists in relationship!! 

 

Irenaeus said that creation did not occur out of “nothing”, but out of God.   Out of nothing was the 

convenient truth used by empire to conclude that we can do as we wish with the Earth.  Many of the 

writings of John were inconvenient for the Council in the 4
th

 Century.  

 

Christ came not as the new Word, but to bring us back into relationship with all of creation.   

  

 



12/30  7 PM 

 

Addressing our brokenness     

 

Violence is present in separations,  in separating.    Satan is the great dualist who emphasizes 

male/female, spirit/material, white/black, straight/gay, light/dark, etc.    Our separation, our lack of 

oneness. 

 

Naming our brokenness is essential to have new beginnings.   

 

Any new wholeness must incorporate our pain, suffering, grief as well as joy, etc.  

 

We are supported in our suffering.   

 

 

12/31  9 AM 

 

The importance of presence as our greatest gift.    

 

Share our treasure with an open heart.   Our treasure is Christ!!   The will of God was that Jesus should 

love, not die!!! (Jon Sorbino)    Be open.  Learn from Judaism and Islam to enrich our Christ.   

 

We do not need to find a new harmony, but rather to rediscover an old unity. 

 

Each is saved by giving himself/herself in sacrifice.     Dying to our separating egos.    True and deep 

love does require sacrifice.   

 

We have never been transformed by force. 

 

The challenge is to become who we are already.   
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