2/2/12

California Journey XII – To Las Cruces
Our journey for January 3 was to reach Las Cruces, NM. Our trip mile began at 3354.6 miles so far. Our
miles today would be about 378 according to the map. I am currently writing this and Beverly is out at a
meeting. From notes that I see in the log, I determined that we went down toward Tucson, AZ and picked
up I10 to Las Cruces. That gives the general plan.
So we headed down Hwy 79 to Florence, AZ. I must not have seen much that impressed me at Tucson.
I took no photographs except ones of the wide open spaces after Tucson. Maybe what I need to do for
today is to provide mileages. It was about 100 miles to Tucson. Then we headed straight east. There
was Benson, AZ followed by Willcox after 35 miles, then Bowie, AZ after 24 miles, then Lordsburg, NM
after another 49 miles. In New Mexico, there was Deming that came 61 miles after Lordsburg and then
finally Las Cruces which was 60 miles from Lordsburg. There were exists from the freeway besides
these towns, but not much else.
We noted signs indicating that pecans, walnuts and wine were produced in some areas. We wrote down
“huge orchard of dormant trees” and we noted another orchard near Bowie. Beverly believes she saw an
olive grove. A road signed warned of low visibility when sand was blowing. Finally, the terrain must
have been getting to me as I wrote: “After Lordsburg – flat nothingness.”
In southwestern New Mexico, we came within 30 miles of Mexico. That region of NM contains some of
the poorest counties in the State. I made a quick check of Florence, AZ, Lordsburg, NM and Deming.
Median household income in Florence was said to be $36,000. In Lordsburg, median household income
was $21,000; for Deming, that figure was only $20,000. What’s that all about? There must be lots of
poverty. My memory of this area from several
years back when we were looking fondly at Silver
City, NM was that Deming was ranked at or near
the bottom in that State. Silver City was only
$25,000. [In Richfield, MN, median household
income (MHI) was $45,000. Los Alamos’s MHI
is $71,000. Santa Fe’s MHI is $40,000. Hum. ]

Now on to the photos. I liked this rock pile
because it reminded me of the Flat Irons near
Boulder, CO. But the several rocks in the center
had a neat pinkish color. Very unique.
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We didn’t stop much and I believe I took most of these shots in Arizona rest stops.
For instance, I had Beverly go off the walkway
so that I could have some activity near the
interesting warning sign. She is such a good
sport!!

In the picture above, we believe that the last range of
mountains in the distance were Mexican.
Now we are in New Mexico heading toward
Lordsburg, NM. And the road rolls out before us.
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To the right, those are actually
pools of water. No agriculture
around. No nothing!! Water,
water…
I believe this was called the
Yucca Plains area of
southwestern New Mexico.
The next picture is just a barrel
cactus. I’ve never seen the
desert “bloom” but I know that
the tops of these cacti become
flowery at some point. You can
see their dry remains.

We finally got to Las Cruces and found a Comfort Inn.
Before supper we took a walk through their Historic Old
Town. Lots of historic old towns are pretty well developed
like in Santa Fe and Albuquerque. Las Cruces is working at it.

From signs that I read, it began its life as many
towns out here as a land grant colony –
sometimes of Spain and later of Mexico.
Now get this! The “it” above was actually
Mesilla. Mesilla was originally on the
Mexican side of the border and Las Cruces
existed on the US side. This “old town” is the
remnants of Mesilla which became part of the
US by the Gadsden Purchase in 1853. By
1860, Mesilla had 2000 people and Las Cruces
only 1000. When the Atchison, Topeka, and
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Santa Fe Railway reached the area, the landowners of Mesilla refused to sell it the rights-of-way, and
instead residents of Las Cruces donated the rights-of-way and land for a depot in Las Cruces. As a
sidelight, Mesilla served as the capital of the Confederate Territory of Arizona in 1861-1862. Mesilla
was recaptured by the Volunteers of the California Column and it then became the headquarters of the
Military District of Arizona until 1864. [The Civil War in New Mexico/Arizona Territory]
Las Cruces has grown to include Mesilla. Las Cruces is nearly 100,000 people and is New Mexico’s
second largest city.

Above Beverly walks the streets of old Mesilla. The church of Mesilla (The Basilica of San Albino ) was built
in adobe in 1855 – then rebuilt in 1906.
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This last picture I took was of a sign attached to one
of the Mesilla buildings. I never photographed the
building. However, the sign documents the trials of
living in the old lawless Southwest.

After acting as tourists, we looked for a restaurant.
We had supper in a fancy pizzeria –Zeffiro Pizzeria
Napoletana. It was not very expensive; but, yet
again, not of Broadway Pizza caliber. Yet maybe I
don’t appreciate authentic pizza.
Either this night or in the morning, we purchased
gas at Murphy’s Express for $2.89 – a record low
for the trip, I believe.
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